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IN THE HIGH COURT OF MADHYA PRADESH

AT JABALPUR
BEFORE
HON'BLE SHRI JUSTICE VIVEK RUSIA,
ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE
&
HON'BLE SHRI JUSTICE PRADEEP MITTAL

ON THE 22" OF JUNE, 2026
WRIT PETITION No. 43662 of 2025

MANGGI BAI KOLE AND OTHERS
Versus
THE STATE OF MADHYA PRADESH AND OTHERS

Appearance:
Shri Munendra Singh and Ms. Vineeta Soni - Advocate for

petitioner.

Shri Vivek Sharma - Deputy Advocate General for respondent/State.

Per. Vivek Rusia, Acting Chief Justice

By way of present Public Litigation Interest, the petitioner is seeking
following reliefs:-

"A. It is, therefore, prayed that the authorities concerned be directed to
take appropriate action against the school being run by respondent No. 8, in
the interest of justice.

B. It is further prayed that the recognition granted to the said school be
withdrawn/cancelled and that the students studying therein be shifted to other
recognized schools, in the interest of justice.

C. Any other order or direction which this Hon ble Court may deem fit
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and proper in the facts and circumstances of the case may also kindly be

passed in the interest of justice. "

The present Public Interest Litigation has been filed by the petitioners,
claiming to be social activists engaged in activities concerning public welfare
and rural development in District Umaria. The grievance of the petitioners
pertains to a private school, namely “Devarsi High School”, run by
respondent No. 8 in Village Kotari, District Umaria. According to the
petitioners, the school lacks basic infrastructural facilities required for
running an educational institution. It is alleged that adequate seating
arrangements, toilets, drinking water facilities, blackboards, safety measures,
electricity, and other essential amenities are not available for the students.

The petitioners submitted representations before the competent
authorities raising the aforesaid grievances. Pursuant thereto, an enquiry was
conducted by the Block Education Officer, Manpur, District Umaria. As per
the enquiry report dated 31.07.2025, the condition of the school building was
found to be unsatisfactory and unsafe. The report further recorded
deficiencies relating to teaching staff, playground, and other infrastructural
facilities, and accordingly recommended that appropriate action be taken by
the District Education Officer.

The petitioners have also placed reliance upon a spot inspection report
(Mouka Panchnama) dated 29.07.2025, wherein it was noted that toilet
facilities were not available in the school and students were compelled to go
outside the school premises to attend to the call of nature. It is further alleged

that the school does not have adequate parking space and that the vehicles
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and bicycles of students are parked outside the school premises. It is stated

that the petitioners had earlier approached this Court by filing W.P. No.
38556/2025, which was dismissed as withdrawn with liberty to pursue the
pending representation before the competent authorities. The petitioners
further submit that a notice was issued to the Principal of the school seeking
an explanation regarding the alleged deficiencies. Since no response was
submitted within the stipulated period, the recognition of the school is stated
to have been placed under suspension. On the basis of the aforesaid
allegations and material, the petitioners have filed the present petition
seeking appropriate action against respondent No. 8 and cancellation of the
recognition granted to the school.

It is an admitted fact that the petitioners are the Sarpanch and Up-
Sarpanch of Gram Panchayat Kotari, Janpad Panchayat Manpur, District
Umaria, M.P., where the private school run by respondent No. 8 is situated.
There 1s no Government school in the Gram Panchayat, and the school run
by respondent No. 8 is the only educational institution operating in the area.

Certain discrepancies were found by the Committee constituted by the

District Education Officer, District Umaria, which are reproduced below:

1. 1518 s1a= & faarerg genferd & g Sou aren & vd 3&e o9l g8 afeerai |2l g8 vd diAs
et g8 %, Forear fop et off geieat a wancl §

2. 18101 & NI §o el A IE UrdT I foh AT hef B & ToaaH oI &A1 & A
4 31 gl 1 Ja1A1 T W@l & a8 o aedi ol doa 3 3rgiaar e @&l

3. 1T / D3 &g Aiarer A S coawdr fr 7 ¥ ag IS ¥ qAp @S TR H o1 /
DIAT 3T 8 STt & ToieTeh forw faarery TR WX S cgaeen &7 915 & a8 GRIEId 81 & Ud 3eeht #ater
& f&en® B

4. T18T0T &7 3 coteh a1S Al ofat § foh] S@a U XHT Uefid Bl © o 378t shork e foha aran
¢ Td $© ol a1 WX Torer §311 Tt & TS el 3T &
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5. 37T freToT ey 3 rehr AT Trar IR | fIArerT 91aeT ua fRveTor heft F fsrely Y 3reArs

e A 7S ¥ (R a8 &) T 7 vt ot ol off @ & wpaw B

6. Tararery gRER & a<di & urar i &1 3Tad cgaedr J97 &1 9 [aaray aRER & aie
ArdSI A &0s U # wr<lr Ad &, Ie Rufa Rarsas 2

7. Toarer URER & Wl Hel & 37T g

8. Taarery A Tawgar & AT & fAaTeht &t el &1

9. frarery gRER & wrfdher Y FIS cyawar & &1 a=at i TSira RareT A9e & T
aMd & AT F5eh U W Y|

10. frarer & wrdRa fRAeTH B AT TEAT WA g 916 Uer fopar arar & it [
fAgagar T &

11. TEr urard / afdfa @ are & aregar va afdfa & gau & aad dAd o ard
IS T Seela Uerd 8T fohan | 38 arg S i & 02 fEad & Hiax STl Uedd i o Hel
I foh 37 gIq 3171 feAieh deh SRS UeTd A8 & 715 foredy faarery fr aregar va wfafa &
w3 HEEs R g g ¥

The petitioners, being the Sarpanch and Up-Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Kotari, Janpad Panchayat Manpur, owe a public duty to facilitate
education and ensure better civic amenities for the villagers and their
children.

Let the Gram Panchayat take up this matter in its General Body
Meeting and pass a resolution delineating how these deficiencies can be
mitigated and removed with the active assistance and cooperation of the
local villagers. Since this is the only school operational within the Gram
Panchayat and there is no alternative Government school available, closing
down the institution would directly jeopardise the academic future of the
local children. Therefore, instead of shutting down or withdrawing the
recognition of the private school, constructive and coordinated efforts must
be made by all stakeholders to systematically eliminate the highlighted

deficiencies in the public interest. There should be a constructive approach
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while dealing with PIL by the High Court, and while doing so, even the

petitioner can be directed to do certain activities in public interest, which
they claim to have done in the past.

Let the petitioners file a report with affidavits showing compliance of
the above direction.

PIL is finally disposed of. A copy of this order be sent to the Collector
Umariya, District Education Officer Umariya and the CEO of Janpad

Panchayat Umariya for compliance.

(VIVEK RUSIA) (PRADEEP MITTAL)
ACTING CHIEF JUSTICE JUDGE

Praveen
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